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Introductions

● Erin F.H. Hughes - Mukurtu Midwest Hub Manager, WiLS
● Sarah Lundquist - CIDC Fellow, WiLS
● Monique Tyndall - Director of Cultural Affairs,

Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans
● Henning Garvin - Linguist

Hoocąk Waaziija Haci Language Division
● Blaire Morseau - Assistant Professor of Anthropology

University of Massachusetts-Boston



Roadmap

1. Introduction to Mukurtu
2. NEH Grant: Curating Indigenous Digital Collections

● Outline of grant work and future outlook
3. Mukurtu applications in tribal communities

● Stockbridge Munsee digital archives
● Ho-Chunk language preservation
● Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Wiwkwébthëgen website

4. Concluding remarks and Q&A



Mukurtu Content Management System 

“Mukurtu (mook-oo-too) is a grassroots project aiming to 
empower communities to manage, share, narrate, and 
exchange their digital heritage in culturally relevant and 
ethically-minded ways. We are committed to maintaining an 
open, community-driven approach to Mukurtu’s continued 
development. Our first priority is to help build a platform that 
fosters relationships of respect and trust.”



Mukurtu Midwest Hub



Curating Indigenous Digital Collections Fellowship

● Develop a Mukurtu site 
with the Ho-Chunk 
Nation

● Support the Tribal 
Libraries, Archives and 
Museums class at the 
UW-Madison iSchool 

● Define and pursue my 
own learning goals



Restringing Voice and Memory: Applications of 
Mukurtu at Stockbridge-Munsee Cultural Affairs

Photo credit: Ulster County Records Center and Archives, Kingston, NY and Joyner Library, East Carolina University 





Reciprocal Relationships

Respect Responsibility

Reciprocity Relationships



Indigenous Archival Collections



Mukurtu Community Collections



Ho-Chunk Nation (Hoocąk)
- ~ 7,800 Tribal Citizens
- Post-removal land base ~ 9,000 acres 

discontiguous mix of trust and fee-simple  



Hoocąk Language
- Critically endangered
- < 50 Native Speakers

Hoocąk Language 
Division
- Established in 1994
- Primary focus on 

instruction and 
documentation

- Massive amount of 
textual and AV 
materials created



- Create system to catalogue and 
archive all LD materials 

- Create virtual library of AV material 
accessible by all tribal citizens

- Easily accessible and curatable 
content for instructors and students

-  Linkability to other collections 
within the Department of Heritage 
Preservation (Museum, Heritage 

Preservation)  

Project Goals



2017 -2020

Cataloguing and Digitization

- Metadata Structure 
Defined

- Cataloguing and 
digitization of all 
language material 

- Temporary structure and 
select test upload to 
WSU hosted site



Pandemic Era

- LD sees 60% layoff of personnel
- Abrupt stoppage in cataloguing and 

archiving work
- Complete movement of archives from 

Mauston to Black River Falls
- Reassignment of HC Linguist to 

archiving project
- WILS support continues, hiring of 

fellow dedicated to HCN Mukurtu 
work



Current Status

- Internal HCN site prepared for 
full transfer of hosting 
responsibilities from WSU

- Structure (Communities and 
Protocols) 

- Policies and Procedures
- Training and “how-to” manuals 

for LD staff
- Sustainability plan 























Thank You!

Questions?
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